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PERSONAL INFORMATION: 

Nationality:      Italian 
Date of birth:   25 April 1990 
Place of birth: Castiglion Fiorentino (Arezzo), Italy 
Email:              mattiamen@gmail.com 
 
Website: www.mattiamenchetti.com 
ORCID ID: 0000-0002-0707-7495 
ResearcherID: www.publons.com/researcher/804197 
GoogleScholar: www.scholar.google.com/citations?user=EbUB8m8AAAAJ 
ResearchGate:  www.researchgate.net/profile/Mattia-Menchetti 
 

CURRENT OCCUPATION:  Research Assistant, Institute of Evolutionary Biology (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain. 

SHORT BIO: 

After a Bachelor thesis on the personality of the paper wasp Polistes dominula and a few years studying behavioural 
ecology of a various number of taxa (mostly porcupines and owls), I moved my research activities to alien species (mainly 
squirrels, parrots and land planarians), reporting new occurrences, impacts and getting insights into impact assessments. 
During my Master thesis and my stay as a Research Assistant at the Butterfly Diversity and Evolution Lab (Barcelona), I 
worked on the migration of the Painted Lady butterfly (Vanessa cardui) with Gerard Talavera and Roger Vila, focusing on 
Citizen Science and collection creation and management. I also worked on phylogeography and barcoding of 
Mediterranean butterflies as a Research Assistant in the Zen Lab lead by Leonardo Dapporto (University of Florence). 
After a PhD at the Institute of Evolutionary Biology in Barcelona studying the genetic diversity of European ants and 
butterflies, I am now a Postdoc at the at the Butterfly Diversity and Evolution Lab at IBE focusing on European ants. 
Starting as a student, I build a network of collaborators and citizen scientists, co-authoring scientific papers with more than 
250 researchers. I published 88 articles in scientific journals (76 in ISI Journals) and 3 book chapters; in 32 of them I am 
the first or the senior author. 
 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS:                When names are underlined, authors equally contributed to the paper. 

Dapporto L., Menchetti M., Vodă R., Corbella C., Cuvelier S., Djemadi I., Gascoigne-Pees M., 
Hinojosa, J.C., Lam N.T., Serracanta M., Talavera, G., Dincă V., Vila R. (2022). The atlas of 
mitochondrial genetic diversity for Western Palaearctic butterflies. Global Ecology and 
Biogeography, 31(11), 2184-2190. https://doi.org/10.1111/geb.13579. 

Q1 Ecology 16/173 

Q1 Geography, Physical 3/50 
IF = 6.9 

Menchetti M., Talavera G., Cini A., Salvati V., Dincă V., Platania L., Bonelli S. Balletto E., Vila 
R., Dapporto L. (2021) Two ways to be endemic. Alps and Apennines are different functional 
refugia during climatic cycles. Molecular Ecology, DOI:10.1111/mec.15795. 

Q1 Ecology 19/173 
Q1 Evolutionary Biology 7/50 

IF = 6.6 

Platania L., Menchetti M., Dinca V., Corbella C., Kay-Lavelle I., Vila R., Wiemers M., Schweiger 
O., Dapporto L. (2020) Assigning occurrence data to cryptic taxa improves climatic niche 
assessments: biodecrypt, a new tool tested on European butterflies. Global Ecology and 
Biogeography, DOI:10.1111/geb.13154. 

Q1 Ecology 16/173 
Q1 Geography, Physical 3/50 

IF = 6.9 

Scalercio S., Cini A., Menchetti M., Voda R., Bonelli S., Bordoni A., Casacci L.P., Dinca, V., 
Balletto E., Vila R., Dapporto L. (2020) How long is 3 kilometres for a butterfly? Ecological 
constraints and functional traits explain high mitochondrial genetic diversity between Sicily 
and the Italian Peninsula. Journal of Animal Ecology, 89(9): 2013-2026. 

Q1 Ecology 29/173 
Q1 Zoology 2/176 
IF = 6.9 

Menchetti M., Guéguen M., Talavera G. (2019) Spatio-temporal ecological niche modelling of 
multigenerational insect migrations. Proceedings of the Royal Society B: Biological 
Sciences, 286: 20191583. 

Q1 Biology 19/94 
Q1 Ecology 30/173 
Q1 Evolutionary Biology 9/51 
IF= 5.5 

Dapporto L., Cini A., Vodă R., Dincă V., Wiemers M., Menchetti M., Magini G., Talavera G., 
Shreeve T., Bonelli S., Casacci L.P., Balletto E., Scalercio S., Vila R. (2019) Integrating three 
comprehensive data sets shows that mitochondrial DNA variation is linked to species traits 
and paleogeographic events in European butterflies. Molecular Ecology Resources, 
19(6):1623-1636. 

Q1 Ecology 9/173 
Q1 Evolutionary Biology 6/51 
IF=8.7 

 

INDICATORS OF SCIENTIFIC PRODUCTION: 

h-index: 28 (Google Scholar); 24 (Scopus) 

i10-index: 61 (Google Scholar); 54 (Scopus) 

Total citations: 2,138 (Google Scholar); 1,503 (Scopus) 

 



EDUCATION: 

(June 2024) PhD, Programme in Biomedicine, Department of Medicine and Life Sciences, Universitat 
Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, Spain. Thesis: Exploring the genetic diversity of European ants 
and butterflies. Supervisors: Roger Vila Ujaldon & Leonardo Dapporto 

 Excellent cum laude 

(Jan 2020) Master Degree in Biology, University of Florence (Italy). Advisor: Leonardo Dapporto; Co-
advisors: Gerard Talavera and Roger Vila. Thesis: The Palaearctic-African migration of the 
Painted Lady butterfly (Vanessa cardui) unveiled by a spatio-temporal ecological niche model.  

 110 cum laude/110 

(July 2014) Bachelor’s Degree in Biological Science, University of Florence (Italy). Advisor: Rita Cervo; 
Co-advisor: Alessandro Cini. Thesis: Personality in the social wasp Polistes dominula: a 
preliminary study. 

 101/100 

 

FELLOWSHIPS AND APPOINTMENTS: 

(2024) Research Assistant at the at the Butterfly Diversity and Evolution Lab, Institut de Biologia 
Evolutiva (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain. Supported by Expanding Insect Genomics 
(EXIGEN) project. 

(2020-2023) “la Caixa” Doctoral Fellowship INPhINIT Retaining (grant LCF/BQ/DR20/11790020). 122.592€ 

(2020) Research Assistant at the Numerical and Experimental Zoology Lab, Department of Biology, 
University of Florence, Italy. Phylogeography of Mediterranean butterflies. 

(2018-2019) Research Assistant at the Butterfly Diversity and Evolution Lab, Institut de Biologia Evolutiva 
(CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain. Butterfly migration project, supported by National Geographic 
and Barcelona Zoo Foundation. 

 

PROJECTS: 

2023-2026: Expanding Insect Genomics (EXIGEN) (PID2022-139689NB-I00). Plan Nacional I+D+i. 
(MCIN/AEI/ERDF). Principal investigator: Roger Vila. 252,500€ 

2020-2023: Genomics of speciation in butterflies (GENOMAR) (PID2019-107078GB-I00). Plan Nacional 
I+D+i. (MCIN/AEI). Principal investigator: Roger Vila. 179,000€ 

2020: Genómica de la especiación en organismos no-modelo: explorando el continuo de diversificación en las 
mariposas Europeas (2019AEPO59). Ayudas Extraordinarias para la preparación de proyectos 2019. Plan 
Nacional I+D+i. Ministerio de Ciencia, Innovación y Universidades. Principal investigator: Roger Vila. 10,607€ 

2021-2024: Behavioral and ecological genomics of insect migration (ENTOMIGROME) (PID2020-117739GA-
I00). Plan Nacional I+D+i. Spanish Ministerio de Economía y Competitividad. Principal investigator: Gerard 
Talavera. 196,000€ 

2020- 2023: The Genetic map of European ants. Grant LCF/BQ/DR20/11790020, “la Caixa” Doctoral 
Fellowship INPhINIT Retaining. “La Caixa” Foundation (ID 100010434). Research Fellow: Mattia Menchetti. 
10,692€ 

2019-2021: Genetic and climatic assessment to reintroduce the butterfly Euchloe bazae in Catalonia. 
Barcelona Zoo Foundation, Grants for in situ species and habitat research and/or conservation projects. 
Principal investigator: Roger Vila. 15,000€ 

2018-2020: The longest butterfly migration: monitoring and conservation of the Painted Lady butterfly breeding 
sanctuaries in tropical Africa (WW1-300R-18). RFPs for Long-Distance Animal Migration. National Geographic 
Society. Principal investigator: Gerard Talavera. $147,000 

2018: Mediterranean butterflies meet the lions: An African monitoring network to study and preserve trans-
Saharan migrations. Barcelona Zoo Foundation Pric Grant Application. Principal investigator: Gerard Talavera. 
8,000€ 

2016-2019: Speciation genomics in non-model organisms: exploring the diversification continuum in European 
butterflies (RADMAR) (CGL2016-76322-P). Plan Nacional I+D+i. (AEI/FEDER, UE). Principal investigator: 
Roger Vila. 179,080€ 



2015-2018: MIGRATION— The most cosmopolitan animal migration: phylogeography and population 
genomics of the butterfly Vanessa cardui (FP7-PEOPLE-2013-IOF_622716). Marie Curie Actions— 
International Outgoing Fellowships (IOF). Scientist in Charge/Coordinator: Roger Vila. Research Fellow: 
Gerard Talavera. 254,474€ 

2015-2017: Eco-PhyloGeo— Linking phylogeography to ecology: extracting rules for butterfly biodiversity at 
large spatial scale (H2020-MSCA-IF-2014-EF_658844). Marie Curie Actions—European Fellowships (EF). 
Scientist in Charge/Coordinator: Roger Vila. Research Fellow: Leonardo Dapporto. 170,122€ 

2014-2016: Dynamics of Mediterranean butterflies in a phylogeographic framework: mapping genetic diversity 
across time and space (DynaGen) (CGL2013-48277-P). Plan Nacional I+D+i. Spanish Ministerio de Economía 
y Competitividad. Principal investigator: Roger Vila. 181,500€ 

2014-2015: Deep Africa project: The mystery of the European butterflies vanishing into the Sahara (9528-1). 
Committee for Research & Exploration. National Geographic Society. Principal investigator: Roger 
Vila. $19,000 

2014-2015: European network on invasive parakeets: Understanding invasion dynamics and risks to 
agriculture and society (ParrotNet). COST Action ES1304. COST (European Cooperation in Science and 
Technology). Action Chair: Jim Groombridge; Action Vice Chair: Diederik Strubbe. 

 

MEMBER OF RESEARCH GROUPS/CONSORTIA: 

2023: Generalitat de Catalunya (2021 SGR 00420). Principal investigator: Rosa Fernández. 60,000€. 

 

TRAINEE AND OTHER ACTIVITIES: 

(2020-2021) Webmaster www.lepidoptera.life. Creation and curation of the website of the Italian 
Lepidopterist Association (Associazione Lepidotterologica Italiana, ALI). 

(2020) Visiting Researcher for pollen metabarcoding laboratory work at Laboratory of Molecular 
Analyses, W. Szafer Institute, Polish Academy of Sciences, Kraków, Poland. From April 25th 
to 4th May. 

(2015-present) Webmaster www.butteflyweek.com. Creation and curation of the website of the Butterfly 
Week. 

(2014) Training in Aosta Valley for trapping red squirrels (Sciurus vulgaris) in the Gran Paradiso 
National Park, Aosta Valley, Italy. From August 17th to 23rd. 

(2014-2018) Webmaster www.onychium.it. Creation and curation of the website Website creation and 
curation for the peer-reviewed open access entomological journal Onychium (now closed). 

(2011-2013) Training in early detection of grey squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis) in Palazzo del Pero, Arezzo 
(Italy). From August 17th to 23th. 

(2011-2013) Volunteer in the herpetological center “Fondazione Paolo Malenotti” (Parco Mediceo in 
Pratolino, Florence, Italy). From March 2011 to February 2013. 

(2012) Laboratory stage for the Bachelor thesis (University of Florence, Florence, Italy) studying the 
personality in the social wasp Polistes dominula. From June to July. 

 

FIELD EXPERIENCE: 

Countries where field work activities have been carried, with the approximate number of field work days in 
brackets: Italy (180), Spain (70), Poland (20), Senegal (9), Benin (13), Papua New Guinea (9), Philippines (8), 
Ethiopia (8), Morocco (9), Israel (3), France (1). 
 

LANGUAGES: 

Italian (Mother-tongue), English (C1), Spanish (B1), Catalan (A2). 

 

 

 

 



AWARDS: 

(2013) Best poster award. Menchetti & Mori 2013. Can citizen-based surveys be useful for native 
species conservation? the case of native squirrels in Italy. 2° Convegno Nazionale sui Piccoli 
Mammiferi, Villa Signorini, Ercolano (NA); 24-25/10/2013: 40. 150€ 

(2013) Best poster award. Ancillotto et al. 2013. Impacts of free-ranging cats. Are they a consistent 
threat for Italian wildlife?. IX Incontro dottorandi in ecologia e scienze ambientali, Milano; 15-
18/04/2013: 67. 

 

 

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES: 

(2023-present) Member of the International Society of Hymenopterists. 

(2020-present) Member of the Systematics Association. 

(2020-present) Founder member of the Italian Lepidopterist Association (Associazione Lepidotterologica 
Italiana, ALI).  

(2016-2018) Member of the Communication Office of the Italian Association of Mammology (Associazione 
Teriologica Italiana, ATIt). 

 

EVENT ORGANIZATION: 

(2018) Member of the Organizing Committee for the XI Congress of the Italian Mammal Society 
(Florence, 20-22 June 2018), organized by the Italian Association of Mammology 
(Associazione Teriologica Italiana, ATIt).  

(2016) Outreach organization of the international workshop “Butterfly Week 2016 Island 
biogeography, from fieldwork to data analysis (Aeolian islands, 29/04-07/05/2016)”. 

(2016) Organization of the “BioBlitz Prata 2016”. 

 

JOURNAL REFEREE: 

Journal of Zoology; Biogeographia; International Journal of Pest Management; Biologia, Revista Catalana 
d'Ornitologia. 
 

TEACHING: 

(2023) Zoology, Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF), Barcelona. (Bachelor course, Teaching Assistant) 

(2022) Zoology, Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF), Barcelona. (Bachelor course, Teaching Assistant) 

(2020) Animal biodiversity, University of Florence. (Master course, contributor) 

(2016) Climate change and ecophysiology, University of Florence. (Master course, contributor) 

 Animal biodiversity, University of Florence. (Master course, contributor) 

 

STUDENT’S MASTER THESIS SUPERVISION: 

(2020) Lorenzo Pasquali (Natural Sciences, University of Florence, Italy). “Impact of climate change 
on future demography and genetic differentiation in five high mountain butterflies (Erebia 
spp.)” 

 

STUDENT’S BACHELOR THESIS SUPERVISION: 

(2020) Silvia Sernissi (Biological Sciences, University of Florence, Italy). “The contribution of 
monitoring and citizen science to the knowledge of butterflies of the Casentinesi Forest 
National Park”. 

(2020) Giulia Magini (Natural Sciences, University of Florence, Italy). “Phylogenetic signal in the 
ecological traits of European butterflies”. 



(2019) Chiara Chessa (Biology, Sapienza Università di Roma, Italy). “Parrocchetto dal collare e 
parrocchetto monaco in Italia: aggiornamento dello stato attuale delle popolazioni.” 

(2019) Mattia Ricci (Natural Sciences, Università di Siena, Italy). 

 

STUDENT’S TRAINEESHIP SUPERVISION: 

(2021) Elisabetta Sbrega (extracurricular trainee, 2nd year master student in Cell Biology and 
Technology, Sapienza Università di Roma, Italy). Carried at the Butterfly Diversity and 
Evolution Lab, Institut de Biologia Evolutiva (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain. 

 Mireia Garreta Navó (curricular trainee, 4th year bachelor student in Environmental Biology at 
the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain). Carried at the Butterfly Diversity and Evolution 
Lab, Institut de Biologia Evolutiva (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain. 

 Maria Serracanta Fernández (extracurricular trainee, 2nd year bachelor student in Genetic at 
the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain). Carried at the Butterfly Diversity and Evolution 
Lab, Institut de Biologia Evolutiva (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain. 

(2020) Sofia Sapienti (curricular trainee, 3rd year bachelor student in Natural Sciences, University of 
Florence, Italy). Carried at the Numerical and Experimental Zoology Lab, Department of 
Biology, University of Florence, Italy. 

 Matteo Dal Cin (curricular trainee, 3rd year bachelor student in Natural Sciences, University 
of Florence, Italy). Carried at the Numerical and Experimental Zoology Lab, Department of 
Biology, University of Florence, Italy. 

 

PUBLICATIONS (ISI JOURNALS):                 When names are underlined, authors equally contributed to the paper. 

 

 

76 Gorki J. L., López-Mañas R., Sáez L., Menchetti M., Shapoval N., Andersen A., Benyamini D., Daniels 
S., García-Berro A., Reich M. S., Scalercio S., Toro-Delgado E., Bataille C. P., Domingo-Marimon C., 
Vila R., Suchan T., Talavera G. (2024) Pollen metabarcoding reveals the origin and multigenerational 
migratory pathway of an intercontinental-scale butterfly outbreak. Current Biology. DOI: 
10.1016/j.cub.2024.05.037  

75 Schifani E., Grunicke D., Montechiarini A., Pradera C., Vila R., Menchetti M. (2024) Alien ants spreading 
through Europe: Brachyponera chinensis and Nylanderia vividula in Italy. Biodiversity Data Journal, 12: 
e123502. DOI: 10.3897/BDJ.12.e123502  

74 Schifani E., Georgiadis C., Menchetti M. (2024) Cardiocondyla obscurior, a new alien ant in Crete 
(Hymenoptera, Formicidae). Biogeographia –The Journal of Integrative Biogeography, 2024, 39(1): 
a033. DOI: 10.21426/B639162750  

73 D’Ercole J., Dapporto L., Opler P., Schmidt C. B., Ho C., Menchetti M., Zakharov E. V.,Burns J. M, & 
Hebert P. D. (2024). A genetic atlas for the butterflies of continental Canada and United States. Plos 
one, 19(4), e0300811. DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0300811  

72 Menchetti M., Schifani E., Alicata A., Cardador L., Sbrega E., Toro-Delgado E., Vila R. (2024) Response 
to Genovesi et al.: Ant biosurveillance should come before invasion. Current Biology, 34, R37–R52. DOI: 
10.1016/j.cub.2023.11.055 

71. Schär S., Vila R., & Menchetti M. (2023). First Record of the Introduced Ant Myrmica specioides In the 
Eastern United States. Sociobiology, 70(4), e9153-e9153. 

70. van Tongeren E., Sistri G., Bonifacino M., Menchetti M., Pasquali L., Salvati V., Balletto E., Bonelli S., 
Cini A., Portera M., Dapporto L. (2023). Unstructured citizen science reduces the perception of butterfly 
local extinctions: the interplay between species traits and user effort. Biodiversity and Conservation, 
1-18. DOI: 10.1007/s10531-023-02721-9 

69. Menchetti M., Schifani E., Alicata A., Cardador L., Sbrega E., Toro-Delgado E., Vila R. (2023) The invasive 
ant Solenopsis invicta is established in Europe. Current Biology, 33(17), PR896-R897. DOI: 
10.1016/j.cub.2023.07.036 

68. Talavera G., García-Berro A., Talla V. N. K., Ng’iru I., Bahleman F., Kébé K., Nzala K. M., Plasencia D., 
Marafi M. A. J., Kassie A., Goudégnon E. O. A., Kiki M., Benyamini D., Reich M. S., López-Mañas R., 
Benetello F., Collins S. C., P. Bataille C., Pierce N. E., J. Martins D., Suchan T., Menchetti M., Vila R. 
(2023) The Afrotropical breeding grounds of the Palearctic-African migratory painted lady butterflies 
(Vanessa cardui). Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 120 (16) e2218280120 DOI: 



10.1073/pnas.2218280120 

67. Schifani E., Alicata, A., Borowiec, L., García, F., Gentile, V., Gómez, K., Nalini E., Rigato F., Schär S., 
Scupola A., Vila R., Menchetti, M. (2023).  Unrecognized for centuries: distribution and sexual caste 
descriptions of the West European Aphaenogaster species of the subterranea group (Hymenoptera, 
Formicidae). ZooKeys, 1153, 141. 

66. Menchetti M., Schifani E., Alicata A., Vila R. (2023).  Quantitative morphology and mtDNA reveal that 
Lasius maltaeus is not endemic to the Maltese Islands (Hymenoptera, Formicidae). Journal of 
Hymenoptera Research, 95, 129-142. 

65. Schifani E., Alicata A., Menchetti M., Borowiec L., Fisher B. L., Karaman C., Kiran K., Oueslati W., Salata 
S., Blatrix R. (2022). Revisiting the morphological species groups of West-Palearctic Aphaenogaster ants 
(Hymenoptera: Formicidae) under a phylogenetic perspective: toward an evolutionary classification. 
Arthropod Systematics and Phylogeny, 80, 627-648. 

64. Bonifacino M., Pasquali L., Sistri G., Menchetti M., Santini L., Corbella C., Bonelli S., Balletto E., Vila R., 
Dincă V., Dapporto, L. (2022). Climate change may cause the extinction of the butterfly Lasiommata 
petropolitana in the Apennines. Journal of Insect Conservation, 26(6), 959-972. 

63. Magory Cohen T., Hauber M. E., Akriotis T., Crochet P. A., Karris G., Kirschel A. N., Khoury F., Menchetti 
M., Mori E., Per E., Reino L., Saavedra S., Santana J., Dor, R. (2022). Accelerated avian invasion into 
the Mediterranean region endangers biodiversity and mandates international collaboration. Journal of 
Applied Ecology, 59(6), 1440-1455. 

62. Dapporto L., Menchetti M., Vodă R., Corbella C., Cuvelier S., Djemadi I., Gascoigne-Pees M., Hinojosa, 
J.C., Lam N.T., Serracanta M., Talavera, G., Dincă V., Vila R. (2022). The atlas of mitochondrial genetic 
diversity for Western Palaearctic butterflies. Global Ecology and Biogeography, 31(11), 2184-2190. 

61. Menchetti M., Schifani E., Gentile V., Vila R. (2022) The worrying arrival of the invasive Asian needle ant 
Brachyponera chinensis in Europe (Hymenoptera: Formicidae). Zootaxa, 5115(1), 146-150. 

60. Schifani E., Alicata A., Menchetti M. (2022) Following the Apennines: updating the distribution of Formica 
clara and Formica rufibarbis in Italy (Hymenoptera, Formicidae). Biogeographia – The Journal of 
Integrative Biogeography, 37. DOI:10.21426/B637155107 

59. Schifani E., Scupola A., Menchetti M., Bazzato E., Espadaler X. (2019) Morphology and phenology of 
sexuals and new distribution data on the blind Mediterranean ant Hypoponera abeillei (Hymenoptera, 
Formicidae). Sociobiology. DOI: 10.13102/sociobiology.v68i4.7261 

58. Sistri G., Menchetti M., Santini L., Pasquali L., Sapienti S., Cini A., Platania L., Balletto E., Barbero F., 
Bonelli S., Casacci L.P., Dincă V., Vila R., Mantoni C., Fattorini S., Dapporto L. (2021) The isolated Erebia 
pandrose Apennine population is genetically unique and endangered by climate change. Insect 
Conservation and Diversity. DOI:10.1111/icad.12538 [16/102 Entomology Q1] 

57. Mori E., Magoga G., Panella M., Montagna M., Winsor L., Justine J. L., Menchetti M., Schifani E., Melone 
B., Mazza G. (2021). Discovering the Pandora’s box: the invasion of alien flatworms in Italy. Biological 
Invasions, 1-12. DOI:10.1007/s10530-021-02638-w [Ecology Q1] 

56. Marrone F., Alfonso G., Barbagallo R., Brandmayr P., Bruni G., Costa S., Giovanni F., Gerecke, R., 
Iannarelli A., Mazza G., Mazzei A., Menchetti M., Moretti V., Mori E., Novaga, R., Pecoraro M., Schifani, 
E., Stoch F., Vecchioni L. (2021). New distributional data for the Mediterranean medicinal leech Hirudo 
verbana Carena, 1820 (Hirudinea, Hirudinidae) in Italy, with a note on its feeding on amphibians. 
Biogeographia–The Journal of Integrative Biogeography, 36. DOI:10.21426/B636052446 

55. Nerva L., Iannucci A., Menchetti M., Andreoni A., Chitarra W., Martini M., Mueller N., M. J. Peeters T., 
Pesenti E., Verbeylen G., Zozzoli R., Mori, E. (2021). Where do Chip and Dale come from? Origins of 
invasive populations of the Siberian chipmunk in Europe. Mammal Research, 1-5. 

54. Menchetti M., Cianferoni F., Mazza G., Dal Cin M., Barbato D., Benocci A., Cervo R., Dapporto l., Picchi, 
M.S., Vanni L.; Cabrini R., Mori E. (2021) Checklist of macro-invertebrates of the special conservation 
area “Poggi di Prata” (Grosseto, Central Italy) through a citizen-science and expert-based approach. 
Redia, 104: 63-68. 

53. Menchetti M., Talavera G., Cini A., Salvati V., Dincă V., Platania L., Bonelli S. Balletto E., Vila R., Dapporto 
L. (2021) Two ways to be endemic. Alps and Apennines are different functional refugia during climatic 
cycles. Molecular Ecology, DOI:10.1111/mec.15795. [16/166 Ecology Q1; 7/50 Evolutionary Biology 
Q1) 

52. Senczuk G., Gramolini L., Avella I., Mori E., Menchetti M., Aloise G., Castiglia R. (2021) No association 
between candidate genes for color determination and color phenotype in Hierophis viridiflavus, and 
characterization of a contact zone. Journal of Zoological Systematics and Evolutionary Research, 
DOI:10.1111/jzs.12451. 

51. Milanesi P. Mori. E. Menchetti M. (2020) Observer-oriented approach improves species distribution 
models from citizen science data. Ecology and Evolution, 10(21):12104-12114 

50. Ruzzier E., Menchetti M., Bortolotti L., Selis M., Monterastelli E., Forbicioni L. (2020) Updated distribution 
of the invasive Megachile sculpturalis (Hymenoptera: Megachilidae) in Italy and its first record on a 



Mediterranean island. Biodiversity Data Journal, 8: e57783. DOI: 10.3897/BDJ.8.e57783 

49. Mori E., Saavedra S., Menchetti M., Assandri G. (2020) Past and present distribution of the Common 
Myna Acridotheres tristis in Italy: a review. Avocetta, 44: 32-36. 

48. Platania L., Menchetti M., Dinca V., Corbella C., Kay-Lavelle I., Vila R., Wiemers M., Schweiger O., 
Dapporto L. (2020) Assigning occurrence data to cryptic taxa improves climatic niche assessments: 
biodecrypt, a new tool tested on European butterflies. Global Ecology and Biogeography, 
DOI:10.1111/geb.13154. [11/166 Ecology, Q1] 

47. Schär S., Menchetti M., Schifani E., Hinojosa J.C., Platania L., Dapporto L., Vila R. (2020) Integrative 
biodiversity inventory of ants from a Sicilian archipelago reveals high diversity on young volcanic islands 
(Hymenoptera: Formicidae). Organisms Diversity & Evolution, 20, 405–416. 

46. Mori E., Malfatti L., Le Louarn M., Hernández-Brito D., Cate B., Ricci M., Menchetti M. (2020) “Some like 
it alien”: predation on invasive ring-necked parakeets by the long-eared owl in an urban area. Animal 
Biodiversity and Conservation, DOI:10.32800/abc.2020.43.0151. 

45. Scalercio S., Cini A., Menchetti M., Voda R., Bonelli S., Bordoni A., Casacci L.P., Dinca, V., Balletto E., 
Vila R., Dapporto L. (2020) How long is 3 kilometres for a butterfly? Ecological constraints and functional 
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